THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

the Nationalist armies have occupied the whole of
Catalonia, and the Republican Government, for some
time, has wandered about in French territory. The truth
is that when Republican Ministers shall decide to return
to Spanish territory, they will lack all legal support and
all the moral prestige necessary to solve the serious
problems which confront them.

"The Presidency of the Republic has been cut short by
* the absence, or even the resignation, of the President.
Constitutionally, the President of Congress cannot take
the place of the President who has resigned, except with
the strict obligation of arranging presidential elections
within eight days. As this is impossible in the present
circumstances, the Government of Senor Negrin, without
Presidential authority and the support of Parliament (to
which it would be vain to try and give an appearance of
life) is without any legitimacy, and has no claim on the
respect or recognition of republicans.

"Does that mean that Republican territory is in a state
of disorder? No. The Government of Senor Negrin, when
it still had some sort of legality, declared Martial Law, and
to-day, as the high offices of the Republic have been
destroyed, the Army of the Republic has unquestionable
authority, and the course of events has placed in its hands
the solution of a very serious problem of an essentially
military nature.

"Does this mean that the Army of the Republic is
without the support of civil opinion? By no means. Here,
round me in this very room, are representatives of the
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